WNPS SSC Board Meeting Minutes

Sunday, November 18, 2018 L:00

-

4:04 pm

Sue Butkus House,

4813 Frace Ave., Tacoma
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by Bill Brookreson.
Board members present were Bill Brookreson, Cyndy Dillon, Sue Butkus, Gail Trotter, John Neorr, Deb
Naslund, Jane Ely, Jane Ostericher, and Allan Borden; Rita Hummel was excused absence. Gail Sklar and
Lee Fellenberg participated by phone.
Review of Minutes from August 11, 2018:
No additions or changes were made following brief discussion at this meeting. Motion to approve the
minuteswas made by Lee Fellenberg; seconded byJohn Neorr, and approved by Bill Brookreson.

Reports:
Nominations

/

Elections Report: Bill Brookreson reported that the bylaws revision and the slate of

candidatesforChapterofficeswereelectedinOctobervoting. Asof NovemberT,2O!S,GailTrotteris
Chapter Chair, Jane Ostericher is Vice Chair Pierce, Deb Naslund is Vice Chair Thurston, Allan Borden is
Chapter Secretary, and Rita Hummel is Chapter Treasurer. Gail Sklar has offered to be program and
speakers chair. On January I,2019, these individuals will be official officers in the South Sound Chapter
of the Washington Native Plant Society.

Treasurer's Report: Jane Ely handed out and discussed three financial report documents for the
meeting. one table showed the TRANSACTIONS BY DATE, with amounts, account, and description. Jane
Ely also provided the WNPS South Sound Chapter 2018 BUDGET AND ACTUAL EXPENSES report through
the date II/T6/20L8. Further transactions to the end of calendar year will be noted. The third report
detailed income and expenses from the Spring 2018 PLANT SALE and the Fall 2018 PLANT SALE, to show

that income exceeded expenses.
One check from an individual bounced; future purchases from the person will be held to resolve this
issue. Credit transactions were 60 percent of total number made during the plant sales.
John Neorr made a motion to accept the tables; Cyndy Dillon second the motion, and Bill Brookreson
called for the vote to accept the treasurer report, which passed.
Chair's report: Bill Brookreson submitted a written report that described the transition of duties of the
Chapter Chair from Bill Brookreson to Gail Trotter. Bill will still hold the positions of chair of the
Stewardship Committee, now a Standing Committee on the State Board of Directors; and a member of

the Financial Advisory Committee for WNPS. Bill Brookreson also proposed the position of Stewardship
Coordinator for the chapter, with a budget of 5400 to help start stewards projects without a grant
process for the small fund requests. Gail Trotter would like a framework of reasonable detail for a
project desription and progress, and Deb Naslund requested that a description of the stewardship
coordinator be written to help a new person understand position responsibilities. John Neorr made a
motion to establish the 5400 budget for stewardships; and the motion was seconded by Gail Sklar,

Receipts for costs can be kept with the progress of the project. The motion to approve the position of
Stewardship Coordinator was made by Bill Brookreson.

Bill has monitored the progress of the transition of The Evergreen State College as the landlord of the
Lords Mansion. The process has gone well, as the contract details are comparable to the present terms.
Bill stated that the Spring Plant sale has been set for April 19 and 20, 2019, and he has begun acquiring
and inventorying plants with the hope to assemble a Plant Sale Committee to distribute the work and

the future plant sales. The new edition of the Flora of the Pacific Northwest, which this chapter
contributed to publishing, is now available to review by chapter members during meetings.
Grant Report: John Neorr presented his report describing five projects funded in part with monies
granted by the Chapter. Schneider Prairie Restoration grant expired due to no activity for more than
one year. The South Hewitt native plant restoration project and the Sehmel Homestead native plant
trail are complete with the final reports submitted. The Valhalla Elementary School pollinator gardens
planted but school now requesting garden removal. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge "Eye on Nature"
program funded and report completed. Four other projects still need final reports to complete. John
stated that small projects find ways to fund with contributions, labor, and materials, following grants

that kickstart the project. Monies are available to be given to a proposal, which can be reviewed by the
grant committee via email. Bill Brookreson complemented John's report as an example suitable for the
State officer review.
Volunteer Update: Gail Trotter submitted her report at the meeting. She noted that a list of volunteers
has been created from those people that tabled atthe State Fair in September2OIS and those at Pierce
County Conservation District events. The monthly work in the native plant garden at the Lord Mansion
in Olympia continues. The Eye on Nature at the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge will be continuing in
2019; this opportunity to work with youth is available for new volunteers locally.
As a reminder, the State Office keeps track of volunteer hours

for rhe IRS report. Bill Brookreson does
trackingofvolunteersonanoverallbasis. Billshouldbeprovidedwiththeinformationaboutevents,
number of volunteers, and the number of public involved in the events.
Programs Update:Sue Butkus presented a report on the programs planned from January 2OI9 to May
2019 to take place in Olympia or Tacoma. These programs have been confirmed so that the Chair can
prepare the monthly newsletters with speakers names and topics of presentation.

With Sue Butkus stepping down from the program chair at the end of the program year (Dec. 20L8), we
discussed how to prepare for a person to coordinate the program presentations, equipment, and
advertising, and the hosting the speaker for a dinner with members. There is a commitment by the
Board to provide computer support to the program coordinator. Gail Sklar is willing to step forward to
work as a program chair to take over for Sue Butkus and emphasized the need for computer and
member-support to accomplish the many tasks of the program.
Hike Update: Cyndy Dillon submitted a written report of hikes that have happened and planned hikes.

Cyndy is planning a hike at lllahee Forest Preserve near Bremerton on December 8th at 1 to 3 PM. Cyndy
welcomes more hike suggestions to new areas and state parks; she is trying to coordinate outings with

Audubon as well.
Education Update: Jane Ostericher did not have activities to report at this time, other than what was
reported under GRANTS above. A set offlip cards that were prepared by Central Puget Sound chapter
was discussed. Each card has a bird illustrated on one side and a native plant on the other side. One set
costs 550.00; so four sets would be purchased with education committee funds.

Speakers Bureau: Gail Trotter and Gail Sklar discussed the idea where WNPS members are notified to
speak at meetings of other organizations on native plant topics. lnformation would be organized by
topics so that speakers are prepared to make presentations on their subject (Dennis Plank had a similar
idea using experts on various subjects). Preparation of a demonstration talk could frame the

presentation of one or several topics. A set of committee members and a chair would need to be
established. John Neorr made a motion to approve the creation of the Speakers Bureau, the motion
was seconded by Deb Naslund, and a voice vote approved the motion.
2019 budget elements Education Committee should have an increase of S1,000 for 2019; the
Stewardship committee should be funded the 5400 suggested by Bill Brookreson in his report. Gail
Trotter stated that a second info display should be purchased and funding for a native plants week
activities crafted for local interest should be in the 2019 budget. These and other budget notes can be
proposed and reviewed in an internet discussion.
The next meeting date

will be March 10,2019 at 1:00 pm at a location to be determined.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:04 pm.
Respectfully Subm itted,
Allan Borden

